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Editorial
Many of you will have heard by now
that I will be standing down as Secretary at this year’s AGM after a
number of years on the committee,
but I will still be editing the newsletter and running the website.
It’s always good to see junior members of the club doing well, and in
this issue we follow one who has
been making amazing progress.
Ian.

In this Issue
●
●
●
●

Charlie Hands
More Lightning progress
Mini-Quad Racing
Proper Parking!

Club Matters

Meetings
The AGM takes place on November
5th, when as usual all committee
posts are up for election. This year
two positions (Vice-Chairman and
Secretary) are vacant, but of course
nominations will be accepted for any
position.
Nominations (Candidate, Proposer
and Seconder) should be sent to me
as current secretary, preferably by
the next meeting on October 1st, but
certainly by October 8th at the latest.
A list will be posted and updated on
the club Forum.

www.wmfclub.co.uk
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From the Pits

At the time of writing we have a
nomination for Vice-chairman but
still no volunteer for Secretary, so
please think about helping.

Reminders
Unfortunately we have to stress
again the necessity of checking the
clubhouse if you are the last one to
leave, as it has been found unlocked
again recently. As the warning goes,
LOCK IT OR LOSE IT!!
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Reunion Event
Unfortunately the promised Reunion event for past
members didn’t materialise. Firstly we had a very
disappointing response, only 4 acceptances from the
97 invitations, and then, having opened it up as a flyin for other clubs, the weather forecast for the day
was so bad that we had to cancel it. It may get rescheduled as a fly-in at a future date.

Trailer sale
The trailer which was used to move the old
mower had been in the container for many years
without use. Recently John Cable put it on
eBay and raised £87 which will be used for
some new flight benches.

Safety
Our Safety Officer Gordon Burch recently put
out an email to all members about a safety
incident which occurred when the wind was
from the north-west, i.e. over the clubhouse. If
you haven’t seen it ask Gordon or myself and
we’ll send it to you, but in summary, when the
wind is from this direction then you should use
the most easterly Pilot Box (PB1 in the diagram
below) and turn left immediately after take-off to
avoid the pit area.
And most importantly, all pilots should stand
together using the same pilot box when flying
fixed-wing.

Safety
Some weeks ago an electric model was
inadvertently left connected while the pilot went
out to fly another plane. The model in the pits
then started reacting to the transmitter, which
obviously could have been dangerous. Always
make sure you disconnect the battery of an
electric model immediately after flight.

Potholes

Fire Blanket
At the last fire equipment service the fire
blanket in the club hut had to be replaced under
current fire regulations as it had been used for
something and was not in ‘as new’ condition.
Please note that the fire blanket must NOT be
used for anything other than putting out a fire.
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It seems that no-one wants to pay or make the
effort to repair the potholes on the access road;
we cannot do it ourselves because we may then
be held responsible for any further damage. So
the only thing to do is remember to be careful,
and if you ever invite others to visit, please
make them aware of the problem as well.
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Charlie Hands

wonder off for
hours together,
enjoying their
common interest
in the
helicopters.
This fellow flyer
was Harry
Driscoll,
otherwise known
as Heli Harry!
Harry is a KDS
sponsored demo
pilot who is also
only 13 Years
old. From then
the friendship
and the
competitive
streak of two
young boys
really started to
take off.

Charlie first became interested in
remote controlled helicopters at
age 11. His father Ian has been
interested in learning remote
controlled flying for a long time
and also has other interests in
remote controlled cars and
buggies.

After a short time Charlie began
flying with a KDS Agile 7.2. This
was a big step up from the Trex
500 that he was currently flying,
but boy was he ready for it. The
agile 7.2 is a top end 700 size
competition
helicopter that
Charlie first started to hover with a has allowed
Trex 450. Those first few tentative Charlie to
hovers soon led to an array of
progress further
helicopters. Once Charlie got the noticeably.
bug and realised he could fly, his
Getting Charlie
passion for the hobby grew. He
would fly for hours on end using a through his B
Test was a real
simulator; this was the start of a
frustration for
something very big.
him, as all he
Within a few weeks of those first wanted to do was
few hovers, Charlie took his test
the 3D aerobatics
for the A certificate, which of
and having to do
course he passed with flying
precision
colours.
hovering and
theory really
Charlie's confidence started to
frustrated him,
build and his flying came on in
but he proved
leaps and bounds. The show
worthy and stuck at it. In a very
season began and this is when two short time he passed his B test.
young boys met and bonded
Thanks to Tony Street and Mike
immediately. They would chat and Pope.
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Earlier this year Charlie entered
his first competition, Grassroots.
This is an entry level competition
that takes pilots from all over the
country with a set list of
manoeuvres that the pilot has to
perform, followed by a three
minute freestyle routine.
On the day it ended up being a wet
drizzly day but despite the weather
there was a turnout of over 30
pilots ready to fly. At the start of
the day Charlie was asked where
he would like to come? He replied
humbly “top ten”. Charlie
remained level headed and calm
all day, enjoying the whole
experience. After a top five fly
off, Charlie came in at an
impressive 2nd place in his first
ever competition.
Charlie has just competed at the
following competitions:Weston Park, at Intermediate
Level and came 7th.
AIR 2015 at the White Horse
Flying Club and came 2nd in the

Sportsman Class.
He will be competing at 3D
Champs shortly.
Continued overleaf…
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Charlie (Continued)

Flying over the cars

This young man has gone from a complete novice to
2nd in a competition in just over two years, his
passion and drive to be the best along with the
continuous use of the simulator is not showing any
signs of letting up, so keep an eye out for this young
man as he could be world champion very soon!!

In a word, don’t. Even if your model is a bit
smaller than this one it still has the potential to do
serious damage to a car, and of course there are
often people in the car park. It has always been
against the rules to fly over the cars and the pits,
but there seem to have been a few more violations
recently, so please take care to keep well away.

A few thanks .............
Ian Hands, father, mechanic, chauffeur.
Kim Tucker, all round support and emotional
shoulder.
Paul Lathall, mentor, trainer, coach who has been
left behind and has now become the student!

Examiners Day
Once again WMFC hosted the BMFA Examiners
day in August. About a dozen examiners from the
Western Area met to compare notes and align their
standards. Fortunately the weather was near-perfect
and it was judged a successful day, although some
club members present felt that many of the
examiners were being far too strict and wondered
whether anyone would pass if these standards were
rigorously applied.

Afterburners

added a ‘real’ afterburner to a foam (yes, foam!)
EDF model, using a can of butane. You can read
about it here:

While adding the LED afterburners for the Lightning
http://flitetest.com/articles/edf-afterburner
(see From the Workshop), I Googled ‘EDF
afterburners’, expecting to see LED solutions. I was Personally I think I’ll stick to LEDs…
rather surprised then to see that someone had actually
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Proper Parking
A few months ago we solved the problem with the
cows wandering into the car park by arranging the
fences around the car park. This has had the benefit
of giving us our own entrance and is a huge
improvement, but now means we have a fixed size
car park.
Occasionally on a busy day like Sunday, some
people begin to park parallel to the road as in the first
photo here. As you can see, not only do we get
fewer cars in, but late-comers then have to park in
the middle, blocking others who want to leave.
A much more sensible arrangement is that in the
second photo, where everyone parks at right-angles
to the road. There are 12 cars by the rhyne in both
cases, 8 by the road in the top photo, 9 in the second
photo with room for more.

The Wetlands
are coming!
You have probably been aware of
the work going on east of the field
towards the river. It’s all part of a
large flood defence project to beef
up the banks of the Congresbury
Yeo. Earth is being dug out of
several fields to provide the
material for the works, and the
resulting depressions will become
wildlife ponds.

material was
needed than
first thought, so
two new very
large pits have
now been dug,
those being the
nearest in this
photo. The
nearest point is
now about 460
meters from us,
more than twice
the distance we
are supposed to fly, but it would
still be wise not to let your model
go too far in that direction.

our field. You can see more
photos and the plan on the forum.

Apparently the original plan was
just for the ponds you can see here According to the plan there should
nearest to the river, but much more not be any more works nearer to

Seen at the field
This full-size Catalina flew over the field in June, on
its way back from the Weston Air Day

From the Pits
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Mini-Quad Racing
A suggestion for future club nights is some kind of
race or competition using the same kind of easy-tobuild or cheap-to-buy model. One such proposal is
for mini-quad races. These devices are available on
the Internet for around £15 complete with
transmitter, such as this example from Amazon
(search for Cheerson) They come in a variety of
colours, and for a few pounds more you can also get
a pack of spare blades and bumper guards.
As you can see these
are small enough to fit
in the hand and won’t
cause damage or
injury, so a swarm of
these racing around
the meeting room
should be fun. Try to
get some different
colours, mine’s
orange!

Seen at the Field
Pete Francis’ tiny He162 Salamander is a beautiful
example of fine balsa model building.
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At the other end of the size scale is Steve Kittridge’s
large Cessna Skymaster; the unusual push-pull twin
engine arrangement is designed to minimise trim
change on engine failure. Just as well, as Steve’s rear
engine failed several times but the plane still flew
OK.
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From the Workshop

(restricted by the motor mount). Rather to my
surprise they do show up quite well even on a sunny
day.

Lightning Pusher Jet

During the build
In the last issue I’d just finished painting the
I put large
Lightning. Shortly after that came the rather short
“weight-saving”
first flight, when I throttled back too soon and it went holes in all the
into the verge nose-first. Fortunately damage was
formers which
confined to the right side nose, and a few days work didn’t actually
returned it to as-new condition.
save much
weight, but do
have the
advantage of
allowing
relatively easy
threading of
wires through
the fuselage.
The LEDs are wired up to a digital switch operated
So finally in early August it flew successfully, and
from the receiver, and a transmitter mix is used so
really looks the part in the air.
that they come on at about 75% throttle.

Afterburners
I’ve been adding
LED afterburner
lights to the jetpipes. These days
there are kits
available for EDFs,
although mainly for
larger sizes, and it
would have been
much easier if I’d
thought of it at the
build stage.
However much
fiddling later I have managed to get 20 3mm red
LEDs in the lower jetpipe and 16 in the upper one
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Stabiliser
During the repair I also took the opportunity to
replace the standard Orange receiver with the
stabilised one. I’m still trying to get the right gain
with this as you can’t adjust it in the air, so a little
adjustment each time, but on the last flight it seemed
to be having a steadying effect in the strong winds
and improves the launch behaviour. Time will tell.
So finally the Lightning is off the building board,
and some people have asked what’s next. After
some deliberation I’ve decided on the next project;
it’s another Depron pusher, but you’ll have to wait
and see what. One clue: whatever you think it is,
you’re probably wrong…
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Events
Forthcoming events over the next few months
Date

Event

Thursday 1st October 2015 8pm

Club Meeting at the Ebdon Arms

Thursday 5th November 2015 8pm

Club Meeting and AGM at the Ebdon Arms

Thursday 3rd December 2015 8pm

Club Meeting at the Ebdon Arms

Thursday 7th January 2016 8pm

Club meeting at the Ebdon Arms

Website
Don’t forget that all previous issues of the newsletter since I started doing it (back in October 2001!) are
available on the club website www.wmfclub.co.uk. I also try to keep the Gallery section reasonably current
with photos taken when I’m at the field, there is now a forum to exchange ideas and experience, and finally
don’t forget the For Sale section where you can add your own For Sale and Wanted adverts.

Club Meeting Venue
All club meetings are now at the Ebdon Arms, Lilac Way,
Wick St Lawrence BS22 9WE. If you’re coming from
Weston it’s along Ebdon Road on the way to the field, on
your right shortly after the Crematorium.

How to contact the Editor
Ian Armstrong
Address: The Cottage, Roman Rd, Sandford, N.Somerset, BS25 5RE
Tel: 01934 823 609 (Mobile: 07818 861 580)
Email: ian@ia42.com

Publication Dates
The Newsletter is issued (with luck!) 4 times a year, at the end of January, April, July and October. Any
contributions should be sent to the editor by the middle of that month.
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